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ku&®3 AND OPERATIONS OF £Hf §06th PARACHtJTI? 

itfVASlOi* OF NORMANDI, 
(NORMANDY CAMPAIGN) 5—30 JfJW* 1941 
(personal ^atperisnce of Company Commander 3rd 

Battalion 5 to 7 June 1944.) 

This monograph covers the plans and operations of the 

506 Parachute Infantry, 101st Airborne Division in the in

vasion of Normandy (Normandy Campaign), (5th June 1944 to 
< * * ' ' • • • •>" 

SOth .June 1944} • pe r sona l Experience of Company Commander, 

3rd B a t t a l i o n 5th June to 7 th June 1944-

Ths f i r s t la rge sca le use of Airborne t roops in m i l 

i t a r y h i s t o r y was made on 6th of J u n e , 1944, when two American 

Airborne Div i s ions ( the 101st and the 82nd) , ope ra t ing under 

711 Corps, landed during darkness on the Cotent in Peninsula* 

and c a r r i e d out a coord ina ted plan to a s s i s t the beach land

ing of the 4 th Divis ion s t H-aour on D-day"morning. Six P a r a 

chute In fan t ry Regiments; the 505 , 507, and 508 of the 82nd 

Airborne Div i s ion and the 5 0 1 s t , 502nd, and 506th of the 101st 

Airborne D i v i s i o n , t oge the r wi th the normal complement of Pa ra 

chute F ie ld A r t i l l e r y and Parachute E n g i n e e r s , t o t a l i n g more 

than 14,000 men, were l i f t e d in approximately 1,000 C-47 

planes , and flown from bases in Southern England to des igna ted 

Drop Zones in Normandy. (1) 

The 506th Parachute In fan t ry Regiment was in the Mar

sha l ing Area (taice-off a i r f i a l d ) e igh t days p r i o r to D-Day« 

During these e igh t days , a d d i t i o n a l s u p p l i e s , equipment, and 

c l o t h i n g were i s sued ; medical and f i r s t a id i n s t r u c t i o n s 

g iven . During t h i s per iod the complete combat load was i s s u e d . 

After the Comp&nf Command*ra had been given %hm f l r t t b r i e f 

i ng , the Drop Zone looa t iona of th#..jto£ijv*3t **•** 3L&u^l« ' 
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Division had learned that the Germans had moved two addi

tional Infantry Divisions into the Onerbourg Peninsula (2). 

The troops iere briefed after the first two days in the 

Marshaling irea; and ftontluuoua and detailed briefing con

tinued until ths day of ta&e-off, or D~l. The thoroughness 

of this briefing in the 3rd Battalion was satisfying to all, 

and each man had a perfect mental picture of the terrain in 

the vicinity of the Drop Zone assigned* and the details 

the mission were clear to each individual* This briefing 

was carried out in a large barn, located in the Marshaling 

Area, by use of sand tables, maps, and aerial photographs. 

Sufficient time enabled small units to establish 3GPfs to 

meet various situations if they should occur* (£)* 

••'-.••.'>(.-'•' ,:. „<»'- •- ••»»•*•< ' * ^ V * ' > i » ^ » # ( i ^ * * * w . ; ^ « * » V W i ' 

SITUATION AND MISSION 

<fc In all, there were four causeways which connected Utah 

Beach with the solid ground of Normandy. The seizure of the 

two southern exits was part of the mission of the 506 Para

chute Infantry. In addition-the two bridges near La Port at 

the mouth of the Douve River were to be secured. The 50£ 

Parachute Regiment had been given the mission of securing 

the two northernmost exits. The tactical situation and the 

nature of the ground in the operation against the Southern 

exits, were similar to the conditions confronting the forces 

farther to the North. The mission was considered an ideal 

one for parachute troops, was within the capabilities of the 

Regiment, and the operation was thought to be so timed that 

the seaborne forces would mrriv® before ths sncmy could build 

up a strong counter force. 

) A-4 T (3) A-6 
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identified in the operation plan as Sxit #1 , tied in with 
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4- * -
to iirt h i^n^ay s a t or %h» C o t e n t i n JPsniasula j u s t to the mast 

of P o u p p e v i l l e f a T i l l a g e &aar the mouth of the r i v e r Douve, 

about 5 s i l s s n o r t h e a s t of O a r e n t a n . PJxit # 2 , a l i t t l e f a r 

t h e r to the North l ad from the beach t h rough H o u d i e n v i l i e t o 

3t Marie du Mont. Both of t h e s e causeways were b u i l t tofan7"'" '^ 

average) of 6 f e e t above the marsh , which was an i n i t i a l b a r 

r i e r t o t h e w e s t w a r d advance of the f o r c e s l a n d i n g on t he 

b e a c h . Over most of i t s a r e a , the marsh could be waded and 

i t was t h e r e f o r e no t a f o r m i d a b l e o b s t a c l e t o the p a s s a g e of 

t r o o p s ; but i t was c r i s s - c r o s s e d a t many p o i n t s by d r a i n a g e 

c a n a l s , which though n a r r o w , r a n to a dep th of 8 f e a t or 

mora. The p r e s e n c e of t h e s e s t r eams composed a very r e a l 

d a n g e r ; i f the fo rce coming by sea was den ied the use of t he 

causeways , many hou r s would p a s s before i t cou ld l i n k up w i t h 

t h e fo rce which had a r r i v e d by a i r . The t i m e y t h u s l o s t ; might 

d e t e r m i n e the f a t a of Utah Beach o p e r a t i o n and f i n a l l y , of 

the whole in**aion.]]/fJ-f)*py.c3* 

mTAlLVV PLAN 1 s t AND 2nd BATTALIONS 

The p l an c a l l e d fo r the 506 Begiraent, l a s s the 3rd B a t t a l 

ion to l and on Drop 2one , fG". ^This zone was j u s t to the sou th 

of B o u t t e v i l l e and t o the west of 3t* Marie du Mont s which pu t 

i t about as c l o s e t o the w e s t e r n app roaches of tha two lower 

causeways as was t a c t i c a l l y p r a c t i c a b l e ? ( s e e Map *A"J \& 
JTMP 

r a p i d l y a s i t oould complete i t s assembly ,f 2nd B a t t a l i o n , 

r e i n f o r c e d by one s e c t i o n of dazao l i t ion man, was t o move w e s t 

ward a long a l i n e r u n n i n g n o r t h of S t . Marie du Mont towarda 

,.*# 

%\ 
H o u d l a n v l l l e * f r o s t h a t p o i n t , th# b a l t a l i o n s 1 nor t fcara 

1% >• i^^im^^ 
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i o n , was t o l aunoh an a t t a c k e a s t w a r d f o r the purpose of 

e l * 8 r i n & ? x i t #S» "fha 3outHarn aie iaa&t. Company I , *ouid 

l eave the column a t H e b e r t * and a t t a c k toward Pouppsv i l l© 

and e * i t #1* Company D and the Second B a t t a l i o n H e a d q u a r t e r 

Company were to s e t up in Heber t as the b a t t a l i o n r e s e r v e * 

To d i v e r t the Germane, and p r e v e n t them from t a k i n g the 
Jf* f >• 

c a u s e w a y f o r c e s in the r e a r / F i r s t B a t t a l i o n was to send a 

r e i n f o r c e d p l a t o o n from ^Qmif^-av " B" » ty the a r e a j u s t s o u t h 

of S t .Mar i a du Mont; i t would d e m o n s t r a t e s t r o n g l y enough 

in t h a t d i r e c t i o n , t o draw the a t t e n t i o n of enemy f o r c e s , 

s t a t i o n e d in t h a t v i l l a g e . The r e m a i n d e r of the 1s t B a t t a l -

ion s u p p o r t e d by Begimenta l H e a d q u a r t e r s Company would a&Eff& 

a t H i e s v i l l e as t he Regimenta l r e s e r v e * (4) 

PLAN OF THIED BATTALION 

The t h i r d b a t t a l i o n s u p p o r t e d by one p l a t o o n of the 

526 th E n g i n e e r B a t t a l i o n , and Z d e m o l i t i o n s e c t i o n s was t o 

l and on Drop Zone " D " , which was l o c a t e d to the sou th of 

V i e r v i l l e and west of A n g o v i l l e au P l a i n . (See Map A) Ifrom 

t h i s ground the f o r c e was to s t r i k e southward as soon as 

p o s s i b l e , and s e c u r e the tv;o b r i d g e s n e a r Le P o r t , a t the 

mouth of t h e r i v e r Douve* The b r i d g e s were t o be O a p t u r e d , 

and b r i d g e h e a d s expanded , a3 r a p i d l y as the t a c t i c a l s i t u a -

t i o n p e r m i t t e d * By s e i z i n g the h i g h ground in the d i r e c t i o n 

of Brevands» the B a t t a l i o n would be r e a c h i n g toward the 

American f o r c e s , which were moving no r thward from Omaha Beach* 

I t was b e l i e v e d t h a t a l l t h e s e t h i n g s cou ld be accompl i shed 

on the f i r # t &m$*x (S> 
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*>lfef!f»3 T^HIiout uUrryU^ or a t r a i n . About two hours p r i o r 

to t ^ ice off # tha t roops a r r i v e d at thai"1' as^ i^nsd planes t 

under the oomraand of t h e i r Jump masters* During the two 

hours tiiey put on and ad jus t ed t h e i r equipment, :%&a Weste, 

and p a r a c h u t e s , and took t h e i r p o s i t i o n s in the p l a n e s . At 

2310 the load plane tools: off 8 -^his s e r i a l rendezvoused with 

the p l a n e s r c a r r y i n g the 1st and 2nd B a t t a l i o n s *r**d Regimental 

HGadquart^rsCompany and a t t a c h e d u n i t s , ^oon a f t e r midnight 

the s e r i a l s creased the Engl i sh c o a s t , and «ere headed over 

the channel toward the ?renoh coast and the enemy. The moon 

was br ight as the Engl ish Coast was c ros sed , and the Channel 

could e a s i l y be seen beneath the format ion . However, almost 

as soon as the Cotent in Peninsula came in to view, the p lanes 

ran i n t o heavy fog banks which obscured the ground and d i s 

arranged the format ion! The fog thinned in s p o t s , as the 

formation continued across the peninsula* Flak was enooun^ 

t e r a d soon a f t a r the peninsula was reached. Due to the fog 

banks and the f l ak encoun te red , some of the p i l o t s took 

evas ive ac t ion t o ge t away from the f i r e , and opened the f o r 

mation in the dense fog banks. Because of t h i s ac t i on near ly 

a l l u n i t y was l o s t ; the chance for a success fu l concen t r a t i on 

of elements of the 506 Regiment thus depended on the acouraoy 

and judgment of a la rge number of airmen who had no i d e n t i t y 

with the Regiment. (6) 

In p r a c t i c e , the plane p i l o t i s the [formal) jump master ; 

i t i s h i s t a sk to find the Drop Sena. Four minutes before 

the men are t o jump, £the p i l o j f l a s h e s a re^L l i g h t , when the 

green l i g h t l a f l e s h e d , t h i s i# the s i g n a l that iu» yiune i s 

in p roper f l y i n g c o n d i t i o n , and tha t the Drop Zone has been 

, » » . » - , / » . - » • " • • > " " > • " ' • ' • ' 
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^ o p e n e d to tne t»U6 Regiment in the a i r , g r e a t l y tnoreftie* 

*h.« p-pnbabiu tv that i t would encounter u2?Tr?s?t?a t r r a b l s 

on the ground* the problem of keeping the Regiment OOBOSS-

, ' ( . W ' ' • » • ) * < 

t r a t e d , had been d e l i v e r e d i n t o too many hands* Because of • 

f tha aondi t iona as s t a t e d above Sji of jihfij 81 Planes scheduled i 
I • / 

; to drop t h e i r mmn on Prop lone **0* , only 10 found tha marka 

i (See Map B ) « / ' ' f i r s t B a t t a l i o n had a comparatively good p a t - I 

J I 
I t e r n , only one of i t s s t i c k s being dropped far d i s t a n t from] 

tfee--»p,e-s4gn-ate4-••Br-o^-'Sone-;'•'evon so tha •pa-t-te-rn--,waa seerftared -

enough that an a d d i t i o n a l 4. hoars "were required, to g e t the 

t t a l i o n moving toward i t s objec t iveV The Second B a t t a l i o n 

passed over Drop Zone H0 , f but only one plane unloaded i t s 

s t i c k s anywhere near the d e s i g n a t e d zone. (See Map B) . 

Ehe p lanes carry ing fthe] Second B a t t a l i o n i had simply 

overshot the mark* The paratroopers occupying the p lanes 

of t h i s s e r i a l i recognized the Drop Zone as the p lanes f lew 

over . fhey reported see ing 3 large green T*s formed of 

l i g h t s pass under them and recogn ized them as the zone mark

ers which had oaen s e t up by the Regiment's pa th f inders* The 

planes continued to f l y and no jump s i g n a l was g iven for 

s e v e r a l m i n u t e s , when the s i g n a l was g iven the B a t t a l i o n 

came to e a r t h wi th i t s center about 5 m i l e s from i t s d e s - ,—, 
— ffh*y we A* "tUvsJ \ 

ignated Drop Zone. [Because of t h i s , the B a t t a l i o n was^denled j 

any i n i t i a l contact « i t h the remainder of the Regiment, and 

CrAe&f had no way of knowing whether the f i r s t B a t t a l i o n and Beg- j 
I 

imental Headquarters had exper ienced any b e t t e r fortune in 

\ g e t t i n g on the des ignated Drop Z o n e . I ^ f h i r i B a t t a l i o n , aiming 
j 

at Drop Zone HD% had a s l i g h t l y b e t t e r p a t t e r n than [the] f i r s t 

B a t t a l i o n s but not enough to g ive i t any p r a e t i e a l advantage* 

I t , t o o , had l o s t many hours because of a f a u l t y drop* (7) 

(71 A- l p . 5 . , , \ ,C ' " I , . ^ _ ,1 • !< » l I. 

'i^btiitf&fti^^ 
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I t Drop Son® D, ihere^ « a ^ ^ W ^ M , ^ t , . ^ ^ f e A T « ^ ? ^ 1,-1 ;*<%*•# 

! psthfindsFft ?i»<i l»«d*<iA *Q miautss mi9»d or ffte TMrd B a t t a l i o n 

j and had become engaged at onoa. fiLpparently tM} German* a n t i c -

) i p a t e d / t h a t the Invaders might use t h i s area for j u s t such a j 

J pur pose s fjinqy had r i n g e d i t with machine guns* and mortars , and j 
• 1 
jwere s i t t i n g at t h e i r arms in r e a d i n e s s , whan the lyfclrdj Bat ta l ion 1 

\cama in* fihojj pa th f inders had knocked out two machine gun p o s i 

t i o n s wi th hand grenades before the a r r i v a l of the main body* [ 
# / 

r 

By that t ime , however, the f i e l d was w e l l illuminatedby...-s.&e-my • 

f l a r e s * Float ing^ i n t o t h i s we l l l i t and, f i r e core.rad araa3 the 

B a t t a l i o n l o s t about EG men from enemy a c t i o n , before i t s f i r s t 

groups could c o l l e c t themselves* [Yet i t was an odd icind of _ j 

a o t i o n j with a l l t h e i r a d v a n t a g e s , the Germans could not ge t 

t h e i r heads up* They f i r e d fromAcover, fend few menj among 

thsm moved oat t o engage the invaders i n personal encounter . 

This seemed to ba true i n a l l s e c t i o n s i n which the Airborne 

f o r c e s landed* {8} 

i}rop Zone M0M had a l s o been s t rong ly covered by the en

emy w i th r i f l e p i t s and automatic weapons a l l around the p e 

r imeter . Around the northeas t corner e s p e c i a l l y , the Germans 

were in s t rength* ^Wherever the men dropped, they came in 

f i r e contact immediately wi th small enemy groups . The major

i t y jpf the men who dropped on the Drop ZoneJ got out of t h i s 

d e a d f a l l , by l y i n g q u i e t l y for a few minutes , u n t i l the a t t e n 

t i o n of the defenders was drawn e l s e w h e r e , and then crawl ing 

off i n t o the dark* At Drop Zone f , 0 r t , the assembly areas for 

the Second B a t t a l i o n , Regimental Headquarters Company, and F i r s t 

B a t t a l i o n , [there] ware 3 orchards strung across the sons from 

north to south* '<*§aeond B a t t a l i o n was supposed to assemble on 

the northern orchard, mn^ from there* move off to a t t a c k the 

eaUta. Vf i r s t Bat t a i i o n had planned'" i o "aaaaaol t on the southern 
*¥ , i r - #> i 
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at Oulovi l le» Taad the 1 1/£ l i l i e s southward, %Q s e t up a 

drop takes** plaoe in t h i s manner, i t i s q u i t s p o s s i b l e t ha t tha 

g r e a t e r breadth of the t a r g e t would have given the wa i t ing 

Germans a g r e a t e r oppor tun i ty fo r b i l l i n g . I s t h ings worked 

o u t , tha r e l a t i v e l y small force tha t was d e l i v e r e d , accord ing 

to s chedu le , eame to e a r t h wel l s t rung out among the apple 

trees."* Most of the ten p lanes which dropped t h e i r s t i c k on 

o r -ii-6̂ ^̂ ^ loaded wi'th^Regimentall 

Headquar ters men. Of these personnel the t o t a l l o s s was not 

more than 10 % i nc lud ing dead and wounded, l l s e w h e r e , however, 

the Headquar ters p a c t i o n ] had taken g rea t l o s s e s which s e r i o u s 

ly c r i p p l e d t h i s o p e r a t i o n . Three of the p lanes had missed 

the [pro^J Zone by 20 m i l e s . These p lanes included a major i ty 

of the communication p l a t o o n . Only 5 Communication mon ware; 

a t hand when the Regiment began to f igh t^ (9) 

Not one of /the B a t t a l i o n s of the 506 Regiment]had a drop 

p a t t e r n which was as good as the lowest mark which i t had e s - j 

[ t ab l l shed dur ing any t r a i n i n g o p e r a t i o n . Whether the g rea t 

spread of the drop p a t t e r n c o n t r i b u t e d m a t e r i a l l y to the c a s 

u a l t y f i g u r e s , i s something of a q u e s t i o n , but i t undoubtedly 

slowed down assembly and ac ted as a drag on l o c a l o p e r a t i o n s . r 

(j3tj+ "2/!lhat was l o s t to t a c t i c s by these de lays and misadventures 

was probably compensated f o r , in the bewilderment and the s t r a t 

log ica l m i s c a l c u l a t i o n of the enemy, which r e s u l t e d from having 
i 

Jparaohute drops r epo r t ed from a l l p a r t s of the p e n i n s u l a . The"! 
/ 

doubts which must have a s s a i l e d the enemy in the c r i t i c a l hourji 
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when the defending foroes were being redeployed to meet the i n 

vasion t h F t t t j doubts* which were I n t e n s i f i e d by i nadve r t en t 

work of o a r r i t r p i l o t s who s t ravad from th*Ar '.t̂ n̂ Mi>••% •$-s>* r# 

f l e e t e d in ths war Alary of the *(J#f|§iit,4£pr l l gb . Qommfy** ^ ^ _ _ _ 

'*mm£$$£ 
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and Montebourgi both a ides of the Tire and on the ^aat Const 

of Coteat in l ? | and 0200 hours? " i t i a reported that Airborne 

landing embraces Monteboarg" and " there i s f i g h t i n g by LaHam.?t 

Some of these were p o i n t s f ar outs ide the s e c t i o n oi the i n 

vas ion* I t appears that these r e p o r t s of erupt ion r e s u l t e d 

from the ohanoe landings of parachute f o r c e s , in a r e a s , where 

they were not supposed to be committed as ih3N̂ I • In coase -* 

^ quence of the r e p o r t s , the German High Command marked time 

for s e v e r a l h o u r s , whi le t r y i n g to determl&s whaV-these" varying: 

t h r u s t s ind ica ted* At 0240 there was s t i l l d e b a t e , as to the 

*\ ^ J f measure of the danger , the Commanding General of the West 

v> J Group mainta in ing that the defenders were not confronted wi th 
H? ̂  

^ 

a "major ^ctiotx" ; whi le the Chief of Staf f r e p l i e d that's # l i t 

could be nothing l e s s than t h a t , in view of the depth of the 

airoorna p e n e t r a t i o n in the 84th Army Corps Area*" I t was a f 

0400 hour that the Commander of *-ha Corpa reported to the Chief) 

of 3taf f , 7th Army High Command, h i s c o n c l u s i o n that "the gen

e r a l plan seems to be to t i e off the Ootentln Peninsu la at i t s 
/ • • • 

narrowest p o i n t . " Another hour passed before the Germans knew 
> ^ 

that they were a l so about to be h i t from the sea* ("From the 

War diary of the German 7th Army High Command")* (10) JJL 
P» n^f ##e.*u*#s wt'ir a4**</ iSAtiih fifd* 

| In the s t r a i n e d c i r c u m s t a n c e s , standard procedures for 

{assembly were attempted* The assembly l i g h t a [were not s u c c e s s -
i 

! _ r 
f u l asj the Normandy hedgerows blacked them out on every s ide* 

C o l l e c t i o n proceeded by i n d i v i d u a l s o l d i e r s working t h e i r way 

"by g u e s s , ^ t o the Drop 2o>ie /Assembly Points^" 

" Before d a y l i g h t , Beglmaatal Haadquartjera had bean e s t a b l i s h 

ed at Coul*vi lX^ ; however the 2nd B a t t a l i o n had not reported 

(T0» A-3 ?•* 13 
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to the Hegimeasai O P , nor , had Begim<#nt be<m able to con

t a c t t h i s 3 a t t a l i o n « 2rh* F i r s i B a t t a l i o n had reporind ia 

hy t h i s t ime , and f a s ordered by Regiment to assume the p r e 

v i o u s l y planned m i s s i o n of the Second B a t t a l i o n , "the march 

on the southern causeway*" This B a t t a l i o n at th ia t i t sa . con-

s i s t i d of the B a t t a l i o n Commander and approximately 50 men. 

The B a t t a l i o n Commander was i n s t r u c t e d i n i t i a l l y , not to 

spread h i s force but to dr ive for Foupev l l l e and Exit #1* 
? 

They s t a r t e d as the dawn broke. f 

• * > ' 

The f o r t u n e s of the Second B a t t a l i o n had been in raarie 

contras t to what had taken plaoe at Drop Zone *£" • ^Dropped 

far outs ide of t h e i r des ignated area , the B a t t a l i o n s t i l l 

had succeeded in ach i ev ing a far more r a p i d , and complete 

assembly*, than the other e lements of the Regiment. Although^ 

f a r from the des igna ted Drop Zone^this B a t t a l i o n was not con

t a c t e d by the enemy upon landings By 0430 the force of approx 

' imate ly 200 men wi th the B a t t a l i o n Commander, had as so mbled, 
vf"' \ 

and were moving out to the location of their assigned mission, 

M-r-'n •»«*»• •»• ••»-» •*> »• 

the lower ^Tbclts. This force soon encountered the enemy and 

movement was s low. I t s o b j e c t i v e lay a cons iderab le d i s t a n c e 

to the South, and Sagiment could not be contacted* So far 

as t h i s B a t t a l i o n knew, the o r i g i n a l assignment remained un

changed* The column continued to work i t s way s o u t h , u n t i l 

a f t e r 0900 hours when the head of the column was stopped by 

a German a r t i l l e r y b a t t e r y , which was l a y i n g i n t r a d i c t o r y 
o 

f i r e aoross the road . Part of Company HDM was passed around $ 

the rear of the [enemy] battery with the mis s ion of hurrying 1 

[on to ]Rxit* #2* f h i s part of Company "V", a rr ived at i t s v 

o b j e c t i v e at 1330 hour. The causeway l ead ing to E o u d l e n v l l i e 

was brought under c o n t r o l , p r a c t i c a l l y without f i g h t i n g * The 

•••*$a:*i's*** *i .|i»e i i tJe40n4. B a t t e l ion Mpt the derman bat tery 1 
.;; ""' ' 1 • 
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f̂̂ r"HWî xan" o^f¥¥^¥«^lrdye'"a. ""fine 3eoond B a t t a l i o n r e j o i n e d 

Company **£** about 1600 hours . 3^ 1800 hours , the 3©oond 

B a t t a l i o n was w e l l organised at I x i t # 2 . wit& about 300 men 

on hand i n c l u d i n g tho s t r a y s from other u n i t s . 

Third B a t t a l i o n had played In worst luck i n i t i a l l y , but 

a mere handful of i t a men had se t a s h i n i n g example in i n i t i 

a t i v e , for the remainder of the Begiment. When the p lanes 

carry ing the Third Bat ta l ion passed over the f looded area be

tween Garentan and St Come du Mont, heavy a n t i a i r c r a f t f i r e 

enveloped the format ion and d i s s o l v e d i t . The p lanes taking 

e v a s i v e a c t i o n in a l l d i r e c t i o n s r e s u l t e d in the formation 

l o s i n g a l l semblance of a command. This ground f i r e leaped 

up at the p a r a c h u t i s t s as they responded to the jump s i g n a l ; 

t h i s s i g n a l had been given j u s t a f l a s h too ear ly* The s t i c k s 

were d e l i v e r e d a l i t t l e short of Drop Zone MDH, to the South 

and East of i t . Square on the Zone, the Germans had pre 

pared a g i a n t torch by soaking a house i n o i l . They l i t i t 

as the f i r s t p lanes approached, and i t b lazed f i e r c e l y , i l l u m -

a l l o n " that rTt i n a t i n g th^ e n t i r e countrys ide* (lX).JMThe 3at t 

o r i g i n a l l y assembled, c o n s i s t e d of 3 o f f i c e r s and 30 men. 

This group set oat to accompl ish the B a t t a l i o n m i s s i o n , and] 

reached the canal br idges near LaPorte , at 0430 hours . Upon 

reaching the western approaches , t h i s group was jo ined by 

5 Of f i cers and 15 Men who had a l so worked t h e i r way to the 

area of the a s s i g n e d B a t t a l i o n miss ion* [fhia foroej dec ided 

to force a c r o s s i n g of one of the b r i d g e s , and e s t a b l i s h a 

bridgehead. The br idges were covered by German machine guns , 

mt up vi: %h* l a s t bankt I-wo, t> men p a t r o l s , managea to c r o s s 

tb§ ana*!.* ky .*•*»»!ing -OTV tk i c^rt^rs-ttaaor-ttwi •%vt'&$4'''''ilvv*i ' 
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p r e s e n t in such numbers t h a t thay could b r i n g up fr&%h guna | 

J 4* 
f a s t e r than t h e p a t r o l s could p roceed a g a i n s t them. A f t e r 

engag ing fo r abou t two h o u r s the f o r c e was compe l l ed t o w l t h -

draw t o the west bank f o r l a c k of ammuni t ion , f fh i s " s k e l e t o n 

B a t t a l i o n " waa jwi thou t communica t ion , and knew n o t h i n g of the 

aitu&ti^on e l s e w h e r e i n the Regiment . One O f f i c e r and two e n 

l i s t e d men were s en t in an a t t emp t t o b r e a k th rough the German 

l i n e ' s , in o r d e r to ge t h e l p . Ammunition -was r u n n i n g - L&m...a.&.d... 

t he group was s m a l l , i n compar i son , to the f o r c e i t f aced 

a c r o s s the cana l* 

" " I t was n o t an e x c e p t i o n a l l y f a v o r a b l e s i t u a t i o n , but a t 

, l e a s t , though they d id not know i t , they could s t and on one 
t 

i t h i n g ; they were t he only e lement of t he r e g i m e n t , which had 

| s u c c e e d e d i n r e a c h i n g t h e i r o b j e c t i v e £on s c h e d u l e ^ and they had 

(done more than t h e i r s h a r e toward a s s u r i n g the l i n k - u p of t h e 

Omaha Beach and Utah Beach f o r o e s j The Of f i c e r in command of 

t l x i F f oroe was the 3-3 of t h e 3rd Ba11a 1 ion• The B a t t a l i o n 
£ • 

Commander and the E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r / w e r e k i l i e u immedia te ly 

a f t e r l a n d i n g * 

v**» ' \•i'.',*V"i» ' *ut^yf~'*,l"i' •">•••**"••*• * 

trnfi'*-' • •"*»» 

OPERATIONS Oi? FIRST AND 3BC0O BATTALI0N3 

i P v f i r s t B a t t a l i o n detachment , upon r e c e i v i n g o r d e r s from 

Regiment t o assume the o r i g i n a l m i s s i o n of t he Second B a t t a l 

ion and s ecu re I x i t # 1 , d e p a r t e d from C u l o v i l l a fo r P o u p p e v i l l e 

and S x l t # 1 . The B a t t a l i o n Detachment was gone a l l d a y , con

t a c t oould no t be m a i n t a i n e d w i t h Regiment . I t r e ached "Exit 

#1> a f t e r s e v a r a l a k l r m i i h « a t but found t h a t the town of Pouppa-

v i l i * u*4 bean a sca red* fh# f l ^ a t B a t t a l i o n d a t a a b m i a t ra». 

ni 
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p r i o r to the a r r i v a l of the 4 th D i v i s i o n t r o o p * from the 

•**; «% <& ^Kan mmrati b a c l c 

.*M^<«y>,«|i>MiM"w>^V i " * ^|.K 

of*aoh, thus c o m p l e t i n g i t s miaolo&t I* 

t o C u l o v i l l e . i h a T ^ i * i l e a ^ T r ^ 

d u r i n g D-Day» ware assembled t a c t i c a l l y a t C u l o v i l l e before 

dark* At t h i s t ime the Th i rd B a t t a l i o n had not bean con

t a c t e d 5 nor any word r e c e i v e d by Begiment . 

At 2000 hours D-Day , the Begimanta l Commander r e c e i v e d 

o r d e r s f rom^JDivisi on , t o g a t h e r a l l a v a i l a b l e f o r c e s and p r o -

'''Ye'e¥'~aT"~Taw1^ {^Wua*4->£t-&---*-&9- , „. 

S o u t h ^ t o p r o t e c t t he S o u t h £ f l a n k of] the Corps from enemy 

f o r c e s a d v a n c i n g from C a r s n t a n . (12) 

That n i g h t - (6~J-ane) t h e o rde r fo r the movement was i s s u e d 

by Begiment . The movement was t o ge t u n d e r way a t 0480 hou r s 

l D / l ) ( 7 - J u n e ) . The s t r e n g t h of the Begiment ready f o r the 

d a y ' s o p e r a t i o n , i n c l u d e d about 225 men from f i r s t B a t t a l i o n / 

300 men from Second B a t t a l i o n , a p l a t o o n of AT S u n s , about 40 

men from t h e 82nd D i v i s i o n and men from v a r i o u s o t h e r u n i t s 

t o number about 100 . The 401s t G l i d e r I n f a n t r y B a t t a l i o n , 

which had come off the Beach t h a t a f t e r n o o n was a t t a c h e d t o 

the 506 Begiment fo r the o p e r a t i o n . The 401s t ( H i d e r I n f a n t r y 

B a t t a l i o n was to be the l e a d i n g e lement i n t h i s advance th rough 

Y i e r v l l l e t o S t . Come Bu Mont. Phe next morning (D/ 1 , 7 June) 

the 401s t a i i d e r B a t t a l i o n f a i l e d to keep i t s appoin tment on 

t ime and t h e Begiment moved oat w i t h the F i r s t B a t t a l i o n , the 

l e a d i n g e l e m e n t . ^ r * , -

Almost from the moment jjthls e lement s t a r t e d o u t j enemy 

s n i p e r s became ve ry a c t i v e , u s i n g the numerous hedgerows fo r 

Iconoealment of movement. (13) The column was slowed down and 
/S 

was £or«s*d to move on a broad f r o n t t h rough the f i e l d s . By 

0900 h e u t V r ' t l r i t B a t t a l i o n h*u r**ah«§4 ? i c r v i l l e * 41 *%•*-
v U i * an ie imlat l cwsmf r**if?tiin#f v t * aaaouutered, but a f tsr 
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sharp fighting the !o*n was woo *** tfcs c-ne!2j +mtT*miVl&''*WWiiw$t* 

3t« uome Du Xcst ai" ***??. i»«* 3&ttslion ^**$ ordered to continue 

tKe »lTdfJ^^4WP^^^^»^oro»a road** to -tfc« Son % la of it. Gome 

Da Mont* Angoville au Plain waa captured about noon but tike 

further advance ^aa held up about 1000 yards to tha South-

Wo a t • 

Late in the af ternoon ( D / X ) (? June) Eegimental Head-

quartera and Headquartera Company moved to a large houae in 

Angovi l l e au P l a i n , and aet up the CP» Late that n i g h t , an 

a t t a c k plan *?aa iaaued for the noxt day X.Qjf&Y^V'ttw*f-i-***•-

506 l e g i a ^ n t b&oame, a combat team for the a t t a c h The town 

of Angov i l l e au P l a i n was very small and a l l a v a i l a b l e b u i l d -

inga nere uaed for supply f ' oommunlca t ion»?! and Aid Sta

t i o n purpoaea. t>c ' / 

The Third B a t t a l i o n of the 501 Parachute Infantry E e g i -

ment, w i t h a s t r e n g t h of about &60 men isas a t tached t o the 

f s 0 6 Regiment. The Firat Bat ta l i on of the 401at S l i d e r In -
1 'pit] 

\ f a n t r y , and 8 a v a i l a b l e tanka of Company .HD»; 70th Light Tank 

j B a t t a l i o n , plua Battery nln » 81st A»T* B a t t a l i o n , were a l s o 

( a t t a c h e d t o the 506 Hegiment for the a a s a u l t * The a8aault 

againat S t . Coma Du Mont usae to take p lace the f o l l o w i n g morn

ing (D/2) {8 J u n e ) . #* **'^ 

C~~ The a t tack on 3tt Come Du Mont f a s launched at daim (D/2) 

](8 June) and aavere {hedgerow/f ight ing took plaoe throughout 

ithe day . The town vaa^taken and a l l r e a l a t a n c e e l i m i n a t e d by 
000 hours . The 506 Regiment v»as ordered t o bivouac in tha 

l o i n i t y of 3t Come Du Mont w i t h atrong p r o t e c t i n g feroea a8 

''^^'••••'m.^imimmtk '*&*!* 

far aouth aa the main bridge over the Douva B iver . Thia bridge 
fa cf«taA*»fft/J*/r 

had been blown by r e t r e a t i n g Germana during the coarse of the 

day. 5y $100 h o u i i t tlia *06 Btglment ««* occupying the do* 

f e a a i t * f a c t o r from h§§%m&nll9 i iottg the Doute Elver tv W 

T^.J^W%'jpf,. ">(*•, 

3Sra«^«w** 
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''-j* 

7V-'^*.A ,.fc-

># / 



A*WPf, -•• -'•#*• ^ i . 

^ , 4*v»«mm#-*m*iA' 

.. * - M * A » - . 

# 

( K M * . * * * , * , > „ ., . . • * . w ^ ^ M l . , r 

.. >>»',,»«.:,. v y , ' , , - ! i ^ ?/f«8g 

•' - *--»**fe,A-»**w«>»*w< 

^ * # ^ * - ^ 
I I * * * * * 3 * * * * ! * * ! w* 

' ' ' ^ ' v i r - ' ' ^ ^ J [ R M ) f i r s t o o n t a a t 

was e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h e l e m e n t s of t he Thi rd B a t t a l i o n . 

On D p l u s 3 (9 J u n e ) the Regiment was oooupying t h e 

d e f e n s i v e s e o t o r , i n c l u d i n g the g u a r d i n g of the La Bourque t t e 

Looks8 t he Main Causeway over the i n u n d a t e d a r e a i n t o G a r e n t a n , 

and the g e n e r a l l i n e of t he Douve R i v e r from th8 Locks t o a 

p o i n t 2500 y a r d s Northwest of 3t • Come Bu Mont. The Second 

Ba' tTal ion was g i ven• the le-f t s-ec-tor>• In<*l-u4i~ng. .-the. LO.,Q£a,*.,... and 

the F i r s t B a t t a l i o n , t he r i g h t a e c t o r , i n c l u d i n g the Causeway 

and t h e town of 3t« Come Bu Mont* 

The Thi rd B a t t a l i o n had r e t u r n e d to the Eegiment and f a s 

in Regiment r e s e r v e n o r t h of 3t« Come Du Mont. Dur ing the 

defense phase••»• the t roops mere a b l s to r e s t f o r t h e f i r s t 

t i m e . The Regiment c o n t i n u e d t h e d e f e n s i v e d u r i n g B p l u s 3 

and D p l u s 4# (15) 

CAB'S NT AH 

The o r i g i n a l m i s s i o n of t h e 101st Ai rborne D i v i s i o n d id 

not i n c l u d e the o a p t u r e of C a r e n t a n . The c i t y i s i n a s t r o n g 

p o s i t i o n wi th r e s p e c t t o ground and a t t a c k , but i s not on 

commanding g r o u n d , and i s open to o b s e r v a t i o n from a c r o s s the 

i n u n d a t e d a r e a , however i t was s t r o n g l y defended* The D i v i 

s i o n was given, the m i s s i o n of s e i z i n g C a r e n t a n . {16) 

The s i t u a t i o n ! P r i o r t o t h e commitment of t h e Regiment 

on the n i g h t o£ D p l u s 5 , t he 327 G l i d e r I n f a n t r y and the 501 

p a r a c h u t e I n f a n t r y had made s u o o e s s f u l o r o s s i n g of t h e Douve 

R i v e r , e a s t of C a r e n t a n i and were ready fo r a move a g a i n s t 

and around the c i t y toward t he Wcstt The 602nd p a r a c h u t e I n 

f a n t r y fcad a t t e m p t e d tor two day® t o o*oa§ ti*# Oauaetay »*4 

t ake the c i t y , but wer t u a a b l t "to 4o *** «*«* vit t* .*§ti-~ng *y-

( i t ) A*#- ' U^i A"5 .' 

w^,mim*m '•"' •-nW?Y%, 
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,.vtA*>,m •<•••• •- • r ^ " • . , vi r^ . i s iiij>*si w*. JI> j/ i«« -o • ; ne &w Itdigirssnt r e c e i v e d 

o r d e r s to move t h r o u g h the 502 p a r a c h u t e Reg iment , and ad 

vance to the South of Caren tan and s e i z e H i l l #30 , l o c a t e d 

west- of the c i t y * The m i s s i o n was t o ho ld the h i g h ground 

and c o n t a c t the enemy, w h i l e o t h e r u n i t s of the D i v i s i o n 

a t t a c k e d Caren tan from the l a s t * At dawn the Regiment was 

t o a t t a c k Ca ren t an from the West and c o n t a c t the f o r c e s a t 

tacking^ from ,J.he _S.a.s.l* {.IS-} - -- —•—- - """' "'""" 

The F i r s t and Second B a t t a l i o n s moved d u r i n g d a r k n e s s 

and went i n t o p o s i t i o n West and Southwest of Carentan..vi,jt..ho.u.1i 

o p p o s i t i o n * The Th i rd B a t t a l i o n remained Nor th of St Come du 

Mont i n D i v i s i o n R e s e r v e . A f t e r t he F i r s t and Second B a t t a l 

i ons were s a f e l y a c r o s s , R e g i m e n t a l . H e a d q u a r t e r s Company c r o s s 

ed the Causeway and a t t e m p t e d to ge t i n t o e i t h e r the F i r s t or 

•v ir, ? # r t » j * » w * v?,*.y ".-.^'W ;'' *+&Mfiu*™%- <&*"**•• 

3econd Battalion Area. This group had difficulty in that they 

were unable to locate the position of either Battalion* The 

/̂f Command Group halted, set up their radios and contacted the 

I 

t 
? 

c / 

B a t t a l i o n s * At t h i s time i t was g e t t i n g d a y l i g h t and the enemy 

commenced f i r i n g a t the g roup from a l l s i d e s . The F i r s t B a t t a l 

ion was o r d e r e d by r a d i o to c r o s s behind Regimenta l H e a d q u a r t e r s 

Company t o r e l i e v e the p r e s s u r e . The B a t t a l i o n was gu ided t o 

the c o r r e c t p lace by the sound of enemy f i r e . L a t e r o r i e n t a 

t i o n showed t h a t Regimenta l H e a d q u a r t e r s Company had se t up 

i t s CP j u s t o u t s i d e Caren tan and between the F i r s t and Second 

B a t t a l i o n s * 

At dawn, (Vf6) ( 1 2 - J u n a ) , the Second B a t t a l i o n l aunched 

the a t t a c k toward Carentan from t h e i r p o s i t i o n west of the c i t y . 

Th i s B a t t a l i o n met u n i t s of the 401s t ®l id$r I n f a n t r y B a t t a l i o n 

in Oar#i?ltSf as c o n t a c t « n made tho §§rmm$ mad* a v i g o r o u s 

attack on the rear and flank of the ieoond ia l ta l i6»» on* 

* 

ft»'t> t*'of >h 
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1 

was s e t up sou thwes t of t h a c i t y , The^506 Regiment r e o r g a n - I 

i s e d and p r o c e e d e d t o the wast and s o u t h w e s t , alons? the main / i 

r o a d s w i t h i n i t s Sec tor* Very s t i f f r e s i s t a n c e was e n c o u n t e r - , 
1 • ; , • 

ed» and aavar^ f i g h t i n g ensued t h roughou t the day7 Losses In I , , /fi 

t he [J? I r a t and/Second Bat t a l ion£7 of the 506 Regiment were h i g h . ! 
jf? 

A c o u n t e r a t t a c k by the Oarmans about 1800 h o u r s , f o r c e d them 
i i 

t o wi thdraw some d i s t a n c e . The Third B a t t a l i o n which had been 
\j 

i h t r l i l w o r t h of the DWe I n DI v i s ion ra ' a i ' rva , was r e l e a s e d to 
I £SoQ 

the£RegImentj as of 2200 h o u r s , and j o i n e d i t s p a r e n t u n i t im

m e d i a t e l y . (18) ~~ 

K Uar ly in the morning (D/7* (13 June) the a t t a c k was r e -

l aamad by the 506 Regiment , and the r e s e r v e B a t t a l i o n was oom-.S' 

j m i t t o d . The 506 Regiment was aga in s t r u c k by a heavy enemy 
r 

I c o u n t e r a t t a c k , and fo rced back to w i t h i n 500 y a r d s of t h e west 
/ 

• ' \ \ 

j edge of the c i t y . The Regiment was r e i n f o r c e d a t t h i s t ime 
f • .. 

j by units of the Division; this halted the counterattack and 

•i ^^^ 

j enab led the 506 Reginent to r e g a i n some of i t s l o s t ground* 

J The {Reginent was r e l i e v e d and) wi thdrawn to D i v i s i o n r e s e r v e , 

| in the v i c i n i t y of Bassin a F l o t . (19) 

1 ^ 
The f o l l o w i n g day (D/8) (14 June) the 506 Regiment was 

r 
I o rde red to p r e p a r e a s t r o n g r e s e r v e d e f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n J u s t 

I wast and sou thwes t of C a r e n t a n , and spsn t the day o r g a n i z i n g 

t h i s p o s i t i o n " . On D/9 and D/10 , the d e f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n s were 

; s t r e n g t h e n e d and an a n t i - t a n k mine b e l t was p l a c e d in f r o n t 

• of the Regimental S e c t o r . 
On D/15 (21 June) the 506 Regiment r e l i e v e d the 501 

Regiment on the Main Line of R e s i s t a n c e , 2 m i l e s sou thwes t 
(18) A~& p*f? (19) £-2 f,f/ 

*>V4 ** 

* 
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t i l j / £x {&7 J u n e ) , when the Bagiment i g a moved i n t o the 

t a c t i c a l b ivouac p o s i t i o n , g e n e r a l l y « i a t of 3%. 3auveur da 
?i0O!Ete* {20) 

On 29 Jams , the Bsgiment movsd w i t h D i v i s i o n t o a 

bivouac a r e a a p p r o x i m a t e l y & m i l e s s o u t h of Cherbourg* The 

l O l a t D i v i s i o n tooie over the m i l i t a r y p r o t e c t i o n of t h e P e n i n 

s u l a n o r t h of an e a s t - w e s t l i n e t h r o u g h Mounte Bourg. fhe 506 

Hegiment... Jsa-a i n re-sra-rvef d u r i n g t h i s t ime , but one Sat t a l i o n 

was mo to r i zed and a l e r t e d to move on s h o r t n o t i c e a g a i n s t an 

enemy t h r u s t i n any p a r t of t h e area* 

On D / 3 ^ , t he 506 Begimant was r e l i e v e d and on D/35 l o a d 

ed i n t o L3T'& and r e t u r n e d t o the Uni ted Kingdom to be r e -

e q u i p p e d , r e c e i v e r e p l a c e m e n t s , and t r a i n and p r e p a r e f o r 

a n o t h e r m i s s i o n . (21) 

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM 

In r e c a l l i n g t he e v e n t s l e a d i n g up to t h i s o p e r a t i o n f i t 

i s my op in ion t h a t t he m i s s i o n a s s i g n e d was a good one f o r 

P a r a c h u t e t r o o p s , and was w i t h i n the c a p a b i l i t i e s of the Beg-

i m e n t . Ass ignments to the Reg iment , of U n l i s t e d men and O f f i 

c e r s , were made unde r h i g h l y s e l e c t i v e s t a n d a r d s , de s igned t o 

secu re men wi th maximum p h y s i c a l c a p a b i l i t i e s and the p r o p e r 

mental a t t i t u d e . This h i g h s t a n d a r d was m a i n t a i n e d d u r i n g t he 

t r a i n i n g pa r i o d , p r i o r to t h i s o p e r a t i o n . 

P h y s i c a l l y , the t r o o p s were in e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . This 

f a c t assumed p a r t i c u l a r impor tance d u r i n g the f i r s t t h r e e days 

of t he i n v a s i o n , when O f f i c e r s and men found l i t t l e time t o 

s l e e p or r e s t . 

fhe f a c t t h a t u n i t s weft o p e r a t i n g wi th only a f r a o t i 

(20) A~2 p»9 | (21) 
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tag* She diasrganisat ion aetn**d by the faulty drop disrupted 

the carefully made plana, although the missions of the Begiment 

were successfully completed. Share is a question aa to vhet&er 

the faulty drop caused more disorganization among the enemy 

forces, than could have been created had the drop taken place 

according to plan. 

The principle organizational weakness of the Heglment was 

"the rre"k of a t-Mr4~--rifle J.qttA.4....Aa,..̂ hJI ^Ail?.....Platoon- Th* aU~ 

thorized f/0 strength of a rifle company in a Parachute Hegiment 

ias 121 men* W i t h a unit of this size all men are essential in 

an operation. 

Much credit is due the Officers and men of this Hegiment 

for the successful accomplishment of the missions assigned. 

The strength of the units were only a fraction of the organi

zations anticipated strength; generally speaking, the equip

ment and weapons of the Hegiment proved to be suitable. 

To sum up this operation? The units of the Regiment either 

completed the assigned missions, or upon arriving at the desig

nated objective found that the objective was in friendly hands. 

For sustained action a Parachute unit should have personnel 

replacements and additional heavy vehicles and equipment pro

vide d# 

M 9 9.0*3, -

3ome of the lessons emphasized by this operation are? 

1. Plans for Airborne missions must be thorough and de

tails given to all participants as the possibility of a split 

command is highly probable. 

Et AlternAit mifsions aluHiid fce plaa*«& tor saoh unit, 

# M i>njfc» $hould be thoroughly familiar with thsnw 

•BiTii^^ 
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f c r a a t i o n -i'ith dsptft and adaquale f l ank aeou r i t ^ 

^as found to be e s s e n t i a l for p a t r o l s * 

4, In a defensive position. 

(a) Belief should be made man for man. 

(b) Complete information of situation passed from man 

and Officers to his relief before he leaves posi

tion. 

to) Communication must beT oompleite. 

5. Accurate and continuous observation and patrolling is 

essential so that your fires will be effective against enemv 

concentrations, and to secure information essential for success

ful attack plans. 

, . » I T * * * * - - ! ' • * * « • * ; 
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